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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Hello! Over the past three years as your pastor when many of you have experienced issues with your health, |
have asked if you’d like to be on the prayer chain. Well, | now find myself on the other side, as my name is now
on the prayer chain. In an effort to be transparent, | will share my recent diagnosis.

| scheduled an appointment with an endocrinologist after an abnormal test result during a routine physical in
June. Further testing was required and on Friday, August 16, | was diagnosed with Graves’ disease and
hyperthyroidism. Graves' disease is an immune system disorder that results in the overproduction of thyroid
hormones (hyperthyroidism). Graves’ can also affect the eyes and skin. You may notice that | often wear
sunglasses due to light sensitivity, which can cause me to get migraines. While there is no cure for Graves’
disease, with dietary and other lifestyle changes in addition to eliminating toxins it can go into remission.
Because my thyroid hormone levels have already returned to the normal range following a dietary change |
made in May that cut gluten and sugar from my diet, | am hopeful that my Graves’ will go into remission very
soon. Further necessary changes to my diet have greatly reduced my dietary choices, so when you notice that |
am not partaking in coffee talk or potluck dinners, please know it is not for lack of desire or appetite!

| don’t know about you, but because of these dietary restrictions | am
really looking forward to the banquet of salvation on the Last Day! On
that day when we are raised up to be with Christ forever, we can look
forward to the feast which Isaiah 25 has promised, “a feast of rich food
filled with marrow, a feast of well-aged wines strained clear.” While
one bite of the forbidden fruit started all our troubles, on the last day
all restraints will be lifted. All suffering ended! No more gluten-free,
sugar-free, dairy-free, or low-fat diets for any of us! No more Weight

Watchers or Jenny Craig or AA! We will be able to swallow without fear
of pain or disease or allergies!

Because | am feeling better overall with the exception of continued migraines, | do not expect this diagnosis to
negatively impact my ability to carry out my pastoral duties. | am very grateful for your support and prayers! |
continue to give thanks to God for calling me here to be your pastor. See you in church!

In Christian love,

Pr. Tricia



St Paul Lutheran Church - Church Council Meeting, August 21, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
Present: Ed Meidl, David Bittler, Pastor Tricia, Paul Muske, Bill Vogel, Jill Vogel, Shawna Jacobs
Absent: Craig Valentin, Matt Sargant, Dan Longsdorf
Also present: Katie Mueller, church coordinator
Call to order at 7:33pm Ed Meidl
Devotion — Pastor Tricia prayer
M/S/P-Secretary’s Report
M/S/P-Financial Report — Anita
*M/S/P - To borrow $3,000 from Memorial Fund with authority to borrow $3,000 if needed for ongoing
expenses. Notice in bulletin to make congregation aware of funds borrowed from Memorial Fund.
*Discussion of housing allowance verses supplying a parsonage. It has been determined that it is
economically advantageous to continue to provide a parsonage. There are repairs needed at the
parsonage whether the parsonage was provided or it was placed on the market.
Building and Grounds — Ed
Parsonage Window Leaks
*Parsonage Basement: reviewed the 2 bids to tile and correct the moisture/water issue in the basement.
*M/S/P- Approval of the Basement Solution bid for $10,445 to install the sealed subfloor basement
drainage system to drain all water from the wall/floor joint into the two existing sumps-pending
confirmation that all concrete work is included. Funds to come from undesignated Memorial funds.
*Further discussion on the sewer drainage/backing up at the parsonage should be addressed while there
is trenching for the drainage. The maintenance committee will gather bids to have the problem
investigated.
Parish Education Report —Matt & Bill
Luther League Mission Trip
*M/S/P- Approval of their mission trip and to begin fundraising efforts for a mission trip to Nashville, TN.
Pastor’s Report
Visitation
Visited homebound, assisted living, and nursing home members.
Delivered bulletins twice to SILH, the Maples, and Downtown Estates.
Worship
Led worship with the Lord’s Supper at SILH and the Maples.
Leading worship on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.
Led prayer at the visitation and presided at the funeral and burial of Inez Marks.
Conducted the rehearsal, presided at the wedding, and attended the reception of Jordan Lund and Sarah
Bernardy.
Parish Education
Continuing to lead weekly bible studies Mondays at the Maples and Tuesdays at church.
Finished teaching member classes on July 16™.
Attended the Parish Ed meeting on 8/6.
Luther League
Attended the Luther League Mission Trip Meeting on 7/21.
Confirmation
Kicking off the 2019-2020 confirmation year with a BBQ on September 4 at Brown’s Park.
Confirmation classes begin September 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Community
Gave three SAFE vouchers to community members.
Submitted the article Bruised and Battered by the Church to the Advanced Press.
Attended the birthday party of Sherry Fenger.
Attended the Ministerial Meeting on 7/25.
Attended the Friends of the Library Meeting on 8/8. 2



Other Business

Attended the Scholarship Meeting on 7/24.

Worked with our many great volunteers at the parsonage work night on 7/22.

Continuing Ed

Meeting with Pr. Julie for text study a couple times a month.
OLD BUSINESS

Council Vacancy-currently have 2 openings as Dan Longsdorf and family will be moving. Please
post in the bulletin.

German Supper — September 11, 2019 - tickets

New Member Sunday & Potluck — August 18" New members were very grateful.

Scholarship Committee Report

M/S/P- Scholarship Committee’s recommendation for scholarship for 2019.

LCMC Annual Gathering — Sept 29-Oct 2, Omaha Nebraska — Pastor and Dave Bittler attending.

October 27™, Church Auction- Katie and Kathy meeting next week to finalize details.

Serving turkey supreme lunch.

NEW BUSINESS

Planning Committee for 150" Anniversary in 2020 — Paul Muske will chair committee

Hoping to plan an event each month for the year to celebrate-similar to the 125h anniversary.

M/S/P To approve the planning committee to celebrate the anniversary.

M/S/P to accept Dan Longsdorf resignation from church council with much gratitude for his time
and service to our church.

A request to see if there were Thrivent dollars available for updated harvest décor needs. Katie
will look into.

Motion to adjourn to 8:57pm

Lord’s prayer

Shawna Jacobs, Church Council Secretary

2019 Church Council
Ed Meidl - Chair Paul Muske - Vice Chair Dave Bittler
Shawna Jacobs - Secretary  Dan Longsdorf Jill Vogel
Craig Valentin - Treasurer Matt Sargent Bill Vogel
German Supper
We will be peeling and Work Groups
St. Paul Lutheran Church slicing potatoes Monday, 3:30-5:00 B
@BI‘II’[&II %upper Sept. ?th. Please let Katie 5:00-6:30 C
know if you are able to help! 6:30-Done A
Wednesday, September 11, 2019
Serving from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. ltems needed as donations:
In the Fellowship Hall . :
) ) 36 loaves old white bread 40 lbs sugar
Sauerkraut with Pork, Dumplings, Brats, 5 pkgs Old Fashion Weiners 25 Ibs Bacon
Mashed Potatoes, German Potato Salad, 10 Ibs white onions 55 Ibs pork
Green Beans, Cake and Beverage 25 boxes potato buds 10 lbs white flour
Advance tickets available at the church 3 gallon white vinegar 12 Ibs butter

office and at Springfield Advance Press.

*Monetary donation can be brought to the church office
$11 in advance; $12 at the door marked “German Supper Donation”.
Take Outs available.
Delivery to shut-ins only, call 723-5880 *Sign up sheets are posted in the fellowship hall for
donations, helping prepare the meal and baking cakes. 3




Budget Recap & Attendance Year-To-Date (01/01/19 to 8/19/19)

Total Funds for Budget $93,519.15 Operating Funds $105,519.15 Budget $109,140.68
Loan From Memorial $12,000.00 Operating Exp. $111,066.49 Difference  ($3,621.53)
Total Operating Funds  $105,519.15 Payback Memorial $6,000.00
Difference (511,547.34)
Attendance Worship Services
Wednesday, July 31 7pm-13 Sunday, August 4 9am-79
Wednesday, August 7 7pm -3 Sunday, August 11  9am - 53
Wednesday, August 14 7pm -8 Sunday, August 18 9am - 72
Wednesday, August 21 7pm -6 Sunday, August 25 9am-63
Memorials Given From 7/24/19 to 8/24/19
In Memory: Given by: Designated for:
Inez Marks Dalores Stern St. Paul General Fund
Lee Stern Dalores Stern St. Paul General Fund
Loren Rans Dalores Stern St. Paul General Fund
Orlando Meyer Dalores Stern St. Paul General Fund

Direct Giving: Church Giving Made Easier

As electronic payment and mobile banking have grown in popularity, St. Paul’s has received more inquiries
about the ability for members to give through automatic donations / direct giving. The way commerce
operates today many people no longer carry cash, preferring to have everything processed electronically or
by debit/credit card.

Automatic donations can be beneficial for both the member and the congregation. Members receive the
benefit of convenience, easier monthly budgeting, and uninterrupted gifts. For the congregation, automatic
donations can provide a steadier stream of income and even result in higher annual gifts, especially during
the summer months when members are often traveling out of town. If you are interested in automatic
donations / direct giving, a form is available in the church office or in the back of church.

Thrivent Financial-As always, St. Paul Lutheran Church is grateful for your consideration when you make
charitable giving plans. If you are a Thrivent Financial member eligible to direct Choice Dollars®™ , we ask
you to consider St. Paul Lutheran as you help direct Thrivent Financials charitable funds.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

:Notice: Please update your phone numbers and/or email address with the church of‘ﬁce!é
: Several of the numbers we have are disconnected and we need to know how to get a hold ;
gof you! You can leave a note in the box outside of Katie’s office, use one of the yellow:
§information cards in the church pews, call or email the church office at 507-723-5880 or§
: stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com. We appreciate you keeping us updated! :

Please pray for... Pastor Tricia, Mike Rogotzke, Diane Marks, Carol Meidl, Tanya Hovland, Mary Holles
Sternberg, Alice Trebesch; Tabor Gluth and all those serving in the military, at home and abroad.

Prayer Chain — If you have a prayer concern you would like passed along to the Prayer Chain, please call Jan
Severson (723-6358) or the church office (723-5880). Please specify if you want the concern on (1) the
Prayer Chain and/or (2) included in Sunday morning prayers which will be included for two Sundays unless
otherwise specified or request is renewed.
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9:00 am Worship Service

Date Sound & Video Reader Acolyte Greeters Usher
Jace Rosenau Janice Kettner

9/1 Tim Vogel Jeanette Pidde Abigail Jensen Gertie Rosenau Team 2
Parker Gluth

9/8 Bob Kratz Kurt Glaeseman Bryan Buerkle Del & Bev Beussman Team 3
Noah Mueller

9/15 Shane Clemon Paul Muske Andrew Longsdorf Jim & Elsie Groebner Team 4
Keagan Streich

9/22 Tim Vogel Kristin Rogotzke Alyssa Shaw Bill & Mel Vogel Team 1
Teagan Steffl

9/29 Bob Kratz Daniel Kettner Nickolas Rogotzke Richard & Lois Zihlke Team 2

Sharon Rogotzke has been asked to call Greeters, Readers and Acolytes reminding them of their Sunday. In
order to avoid confusion, please call Sharon at 723-5117 if you will be gone and have found a substitute.

September Birthdays!

1 - Stacey Weisensel, Bonnie Wells
2 - Nancy Renner
3 - Jill Vogel, Jonah Pidde, Nicholas Weisensel

7 - Bud Wendt

8 - Jan Kratz, Sarah Lund

9 - Tyler Marz, Brian Winter
10 - Wes Kral

11 - Elsie Groebner, Jacob Marz, Jenna Shaw

o g

12 - Austin Plaster

13 - Ruth Potter

15 - Katie Mueller, Bridget Fenger, Bailey Streich
16 - Tyler Hagert

17 - Jo Schwartz, Lois Zihlke

18 - Emily Anderson

19 - Linda Nachreiner, Derry Wells
20 - Violet Krebs

24 - Kaden Pyzick

27 - Shawna Jacobs

28 - William Halter, Shirley Weber

Delivering bulletins in September
5 - Pastor Tricia

12 - Jill Vogel

19 - Leona Schottle

26 - Ruthie Potter

September Altar Guild

Colleen Meidl, Tasha Sargent

If you are unable to help, please
find a substitute or switch months
with someone.

We would love for a few more people to
volunteer to run the video recording
equipment on Sunday mornings! You will
be trained how to run the equipment and
will be added to a rotation with the
current members of the sounds and video

group.

If you would be able to help video services,
please talk to Katie in the office!

September Anniversaries!

8 - Robert & Emily Anderson - 12 years

13 - Harold & Marlys Wendt - 61 years

14 - Ken & Sharon Renner - 56 years

14 - Andrew & Lindsey Krueger - 6 years
18 - Dean & Rachelle Halvorson - 26 years
18 - Jerome & Jerrine Kettner - 50 years
22 - Dylan & Amanda Thompson - 1 year

Deadlines:

Sunday Bulletin: Wednesday by 10 am.
Epistle: 20th of each month.

Please call or email Katie at the church office with
additions or changes for the bulletins or Epistle.




: Luther League is busy planning their 2020 mission trip to Nashville! To raise funds they are selling Solar Salt.
: Deadline to order is September 4th. You may contact any Luther League student or Jennifer Asmus at
: jasmus@newulmtel.net or 507-227-4949.

Rally Sund ay

We are ready for another year of .
Sunday school and Confirmation N ]]l a)

classes! We invite you to join us on
$7 Crystal or Pellets

Sunday, September 8th
to Rick off the year!

Worship: 9 & 11 am
Meet Your Teacher: 10 am

S8 Rust Remover
Per #40 Bag

Delivery Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019

Call, Text, or Email to Order:
Angel Clemon - 507-430-1277
Jennifer Asmus - 507-723-6882
Or jasmus@newulmtelnet or 507-227-4949
Kim Graff - 507-828-3068

After 9 am worship, the children will meet their
Sunday school teacher and then join us in the
fellowship hall for refreshments!

Mission Trip Fundraiser

Luther League

RARNRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRNNRNNNNNNNNNNNNNRIIIIIT
Make a joyful noise to the Lovd, all the earth. Psalm 100:1

*2RR Join one of our musical groups today! »573
St. Paul Lutheran Choir - Directed by Jeff Krueger

Performance once a month and on special occasions
Rehearsal’s Wednesday’s at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 4th.

St. Paul Lutheran Bell Choir - Directed by Kristin Rogotzke
Performance once a month and on special occasions
Rehearsal’s twice a month beginning in October

Any questions, please talk to Jeff or Kristin.
990303434343434343034834343038343430343434343434303434343034343430343034303438343033034303830303038303 4383

Beyond Our Walls
You are invited to St. Raphael Parish Annual Fall Festival on Sunday, September 15th, from 8:00 am—2:00 pm.
Scrambled Eggs, Scrambled Eggs Supreme, Cheesy Potatoes, Ham, Sausage, Rolls, Fresh Fruit, Juices, Milk & Coffee.
Adults $10.00, Children age 5-10 $5.00, Children 4 and under FREE.
Country Store, Sweet Shoppe, Cookie Bowling, Craft Ladies, Tied Balloon Animals, Games, Outdoor Beer Tent, Pulled
Pork & Walking Taco Stand, Money Boards, Old Time Music, Silent Auction, TV Raffle, Live Auction at 1:00pm and Rafﬂe
Drawing after the Live Auction.
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Calendar Highlights - September 2019
4 - Confirmation Kick-Off

8 - Rally Sunday

11 - German Supper

29 - LCMC Annual Gathering

We are on the Web!

www.splcspringfield.or
piespring g St. Paul EPISTLE is a publication of St.

Paul Lutheran Church. It is published

Phone: 507-723-5880 monthly to keep members and friends
Fax: 507-723-8712 informed of programs and ministries of
the church.
Office Hours Articles may be submitted for publication subject to content.

Pastor: Tricia Mattson
Monday & Thursday 9-noon

Wednesday 1-4 Worship:
Or by appointment SUNDAY at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
pastortriciamattson@gmail.com Sunday School & Coffee Talk at 10:00 a.m.

Parish Coordinator: Katie Mueller
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-noon
Email: stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com

Springfield Area Food Shelf hours

Housekeeper: Lisa Prechel Tuesday 5:00pm — 7:00pm
Thursday 9:30am — 11:30am
Maintenance: Ed Meidl 804 East Rock Street - Springfield, MN 56087

507-723-4120

Financial Secretary: Anita Jensen
Fin_secretary@newulmtel.net



