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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings! Things are very contentious these days in the realm of politics. Conspiracy theories abound. Whether
in opposition to Trump or Biden, perhaps you’ve found yourself asking, “Why, O Lord, are you allowing this to
happen?” As Election Day approaches, let’s take a look at Isaiah 45, where the Lord seriously influenced the
politics of that day.

The Lord called Moses to rescue the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, but then he allowed them to be brought
back into slavery in Babylon. Now the Lord had decided to appoint Cyrus as their rescuer and the Israelites are
wondering why. Cyrus is a Gentile, a pagan, a foreigner - our enemy. Cyrus is also the King of Persia, located
where Iran is today.

Isaiah 45 is God’s sermon directed to him through Isaiah. In verse 1, the Lord names Cyrus his anointed, which
means his messiah, his savior. (Note: a savior, not THE Savior.) God says he has taken Cyrus by the hand;
knocked rival kings off their thrones; and made it so that no city will be so well fortified that it can withstand
Cyrus and his army. The Lord promises Cyrus that he will clear the way for his success. No lock will be too
strong.

Can you imagine how offensive this sermon to Cyrus was to the Israelites? The Jews wanted to save
themselves, of course. Imagine if the United States were conquered by a foreign nation, say Communist North
Korea, and we were taken there in chains, and then 70 years later the Lord called the president of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to rescue us with his army? You’ll never find a blockbuster “summer feel good movie” about
something like that!

Verse 3 continues, “I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may
know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.” What does it mean when God knows
you and calls you by name? It is what we call the e-word, election. God elects or chooses whomever he wants —
despite Cyrus’ own proud intent or the offense it caused to Israel. The treasure and riches are faith in the one
true God who has promised to save his people from their sins through a Savior. The Lord promises this gift of
faith to Cyrus, choosing him and surnaming him “child of God.” Now his primary identity is not Cyrus the
Great, but Cyrus the child of God. Why? “For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen,” whom the
Lord has not forgotten. Faithful to his promise, the Lord will send his people back to the land where their Savior
will be born in about 538 years.

Then the Lord teaches Cyrus the First Commandment. “Cyrus, I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me
there is no god. I gird your loins for battle, Cyrus, though you don’t know me, for the sake of the people, from
the rising of the sun to its setting, so that I can save them too.” Do you see how this salvation is first spoken for
Cyrus’ sake, then for the sake of God’s chosen people the Israelites, and now, like a ripple in a pond, the wave
of salvation spreads further for the sake of all people from east to west? That wave now reaches out for you and
me, folks.

Isaiah preached the sermon in Isaiah 45 to Cyrus to make him righteous by faith, and the conqueror is made
God’s messiah. Salvation has sprung up! Then Cyrus, as the Lord’s messiah, preached a sermon for the
Israelites in exile in Babylon, sending them home to Israel, rebuilding their city and temple, at his own expense
(at no cost to the Israelites) and ordering the return of the gold and silver articles that Nebuchadnezzar had
seized from the House of God.

As Cyrus, at the Lord’s command, paid for the restoration of Israel at his own expense, so Christ has paid for
our sins - not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.
Amidst the trials we face in the political realm and in our daily lives, we are showered in the Lord’s gracious
forgiveness like rain upon a dry and lifeless land so that salvation springs up for us. By this Word, we are made
new creatures who trust that the Lord will work all things for our good despite whether a Democrat, a
Republican, or even the leader of an enemy state is appointed our earthly ruler. See you in church and at polling
place!

Love from your sister in Christ,

Pr. Tricia Mattson
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Chairman Matt Sargent called the meeting to order at 7:46 p.m. in Room 101. Members present were Dave Bittler, Angel Clemon,
Matt Sargent, Tim Vogel, Bill Vogel, Pastor Tricia and Jeff Krueger. Also present was Katie Mueller, Parish Coordinator. Members
absent were Doug Jeske and Craig Valentin.

Pastor Tricia led the group in a prayer.
M/S/P to approve the Secretary@ minutes from the September meeting and Special Meeting.
M/S/P to approve the Financial Report as printed.

Building and Grounds Report:
uNothing new to report.

Parish Education Report:

uPlanning the Sunday School Christmas Program. Looking for volunteers to be on the committee.

usunday School offering for September, October and November will go to NUMAS Haus in New Ulm. Trying to get a representa-
tive to come and speak to the congregation and Sunday School about the program.

PastorQReport:

Visitation

wWisitation with members in their homes, at nursing homes and assisted living residences.
uDelivered bulletins to residents at St. John@Home, The Maples and Cottonwood Ridge.
Worship

wed worship with Holy Communion at St. John@Home on September 20, 2021.
tled worship with Holy Communion at The Maples on September 21, 2021.
Parish Education

WAttended the Parish Education meeting on October 4, 2021.

uleading Bible Study on Tuesday nights at 6:00 p.m.

uleading Bible Study at The Maples on Mondays at 3:00 p.m.

WTaught 6" Grade Sunday School class on September 26, 2021.

WAttended Luther League meeting on October 6, 2021.

WAttended Sunday School Teachers Meeting on October 10, 2021.

Confirmation

uLonfirmation classes are going well. We used Zoom for students in quarantine.
Continuing Education

wBoing to HWSS Conference in Nevada October 14-17.

Community

WAssisted four neighbors in need using the Good Samaritan Fund.

GuHelped at the German Supper on September 22, 2021.

WAttended the local Ministerial Meeting on September 23, 2021.

uAttended the church auction on October 10, 2021.

uEnjoyed a junior high football game on October 12, 2021.

Old Business:
oLhurch Lightning Strike Update: All parts for replacement have been ordered and waiting for installation.
wM/S/P to accept the snow removal bid from Nick Seidl at $84 per hour.

New Business:

uDiscussion on Thanks for the Harvest service. Decided to not have it this year.

wM/S/P to hold the Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 24 at 7:00 p.m. with a dessert social following

wM/S/P to hold the Christmas Eve service on Friday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m.

wWM/S/P to hold the Christmas Day service on Saturday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m.

oM/S/P to do Thanksgiving Baskets again this year. The account has $3,415.35 in it. The baskets will be put together and deliv-
ered on November 21.

oluther League will be doing College Student Care Packages again this year. Kim Graff is applying for a Thrivent Action Team

at



Grant to help cover the postage.

ostaff Reviews need to be done by the end of the year. Committee members are Matt Sargent, Bill Vogel, Doug Jeske and Shawna
Jacobs.

WM/S/P to hold the Annual Meeting on January 30 following the 9:00 a.m. worship service. Luther League will serve brunch.
uMost of the Christmas gifts to our shut-ins cannot be delivered in person this year due to COVID restrictions. Pastor will ensure
that they get delivered.

wM/S/P to deny the request of local resident Demour Browne to use our church facilities for dance lessons.

wWM/S/P to begin using Communion Cards again. Communicants can fill them out and drop in a basket by the hand sanitizer sta-
tion as they come up to commune.

wWM/S/P to discontinue the 11:00 a.m. Sunday worship service due to lack of attendance effective November 1. There has been no
one at three of the last four Sundays.

wWM/S/P to allow the SW Minnesota MenQ Chorus to hold a Christmas Concert at our church on Monday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m.
The concert will be open to the public with no admission charge. The church will pay the fee to the group. Since this concert was
scheduled in 2020 as part of the 150" anniversary celebration and it didn@happen, 150" anniversary funds will be used for the
concert. Jeff Krueger is a member of the group.

wM/S/P to allow the Springfield Community Theatre to use some of our Sunday School Christmas Program costumes and a shep-
herd hook fortheW2 & SLIK YR GKS | YI T Anfuscal NSedBey18-A2 f 2 NJ 5NB I YO2 I

M/S/P to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Closed with the Lord@Q Prayer.
Next meeting will be Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at 7:45 p.m.

~Jeff Krueger, Church Council Secretary

HAHM /| KdZNOK [/ 2 dzy A f
Matt Sargent- Chair Dave Bittler Angel Clemon
Bill Vogel- Vice Chair Doug Jeske Tim Vogel
Jeff Krueger - Secretary  Craig Valentin - Treasurer
There are 2 vacancies

bS& [ KdzNO KWehdvéksdw drdindEhitch Directory! It is live and ready to view! Goto K § LJA
YSYOSNBE DAY A(l Vi O Kok RidgNBcping Witk yduDenilithe church office has on
file. If you can@log in, let Katie know so we can get it entered! If you don@have access to the internet and
would like a printed copy of the directory, let Katie know.

Those with smartphones can easily download the Instant Church Directory app in the Apple App Store
or Google Play Store and have the directory at their fingertips!

The greatest thing about the new directory is that it can be updated constantly so information should never
be outdated! Have a new family picture? Email it to the church office and it can be added instantly! Recent-
ly moved and need to update your address? No problem, it will be updated instantly!

If you need an updated picture for the directory, stop in during KatieQ office hours and we can snap a pic-
ture of you and get it added to the directory.

Be sure to check it out!

Save the Date! The Board of Parish Educa-
tion is seeking 2 new board

Wednesday, November 24" — Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 7:00 pm
members. Please talk to

Friday, December 24" — Christmas Eve Worship Service 6:00 pm Katie in the office of Pastor
Saturday, December 25" — Christmas Day Worship Service 9:00 am Tricia if you are interested in
Sunday, January 30" — Annual Meeting joining Parish Ed.

K



St Paul Attendance
10/03/21 9am-72 1llam-7 10/10/21 9am -92 1lam-0 10/17/21 9am-88 1lam-8
10/24/21 9am-72 1lam-32

Budget Recap Year-To-Date (01/01/21 to 10/25/21)

Total Funds for Budget $148,941.83  Total Operating Funds $148,941.83
Budget $150,920.54  Operating Exp. $139,526.28
Difference (51,978.71) Difference $9,415.55

¢ KNR @Sy (i-As Glways) St/ W Lutheran Church is grateful for your consideration when you make
charitable giving plans. If you are a Thrivent Financial member eligible to direct Choice Dollars®™ , we ask
you to consider St. Paul Lutheran as you help direct Thrivent Financials charitable funds.

amazon

Do you shop on Amazon? St. Paul Lutheran Church is now listed on AmazonSmile! For eligible purchases at
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customerQ selected
charitable organization. Just select St. Paul Lutheran Church, Springfield, MN and you will be helping our
congregation one purchase at a time! Simply enter https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0705873 or go to
smile.amazon.com and click on GAmazonSmile€ and select St. Paul Lutheran Church, Springfield, MN. Then
continue shopping! ItQreally that easy! Thank you for choosing to support St. Paul Lutheran!

Memorials Given From 09/27/21 to 10/25/2021

LY aSY2NRBY DAOPSY o08Y 58aA3yIl SR F2NY
Joan Richert Rod & Rhonda Larson Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Richard Tietz Rod & Rhonda Larson Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Violet Johnston Audrey Rositzke Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Deb Robertson Rod & Rhonda Larson Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Vera Bloedow Rod & Rhonda Larson Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

§Notice: Please update your phone numbers and/or email address with the church office! Several of the:
:numbers we have are disconnected and we need to know how to get a hold of you! You can leave a note in
§the box outside of KatieQ office, use one of the yellow information cards in the church pews, call or email the
: church office at 507-723-5880 or stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com. We appreciate you keeping us updated!

5SIFRfAYySaY

{ dzy Rl & Wetthefddy byylOvam.

9 LJA &atHoSeach month.

Please call or email the church office with additions or changes for the bulletins or
Epistle. stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com

Please pray forXKatina Bittler, William Matzke; Cylee Graff, Ethan Langseth, Jesse Kettner, Emily Wendt,
Joseph Wendt, Tabor Gluth and all those serving in the military, at home and abroad.

t NJ & S NJIf yol Havke § prayer concern you would like passed along to the Prayer Chain, please call Jan
Severson (723-6358) or the church office (723-5880). Please specify if you want the concern on (1) the
Prayer Chain and/or (2) included in Sunday morning prayers which will be included for {i_g Sundays unless
otherwise specified or request is renewed.
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1 - Delwin Beussman, Don Bloemke, John Marz, Paul Meidl, Mark Rosenau
2 - Dave Bittler, Doug Gatzlaff, Kurt Kratz, Mike Marz

3 - Rod Larson, Doug Schiller, Russell Rogotzke, Ethan Langseth

4 - Mark Buerkle, Tim Vogel, Scott Vogel, Kurt Glaeseman, Bill Vogel

wgnn Al 771 OOEED 3AO00EAA

Date Sound & Video Reader Acolyte Usher

11/7 Paul & Jonah Daniel Kettner Brayden Trapp Team 4
Tayte Zihlke

11/14 Russell Rogotzke Jordan Pidde Brayden Wendt Team 1
Bryan Buerkle

11/21 John Mueller Jo Muske Josh Timm Team 2
Noah Mueller

11/24 Peter Heitzman Mel Vogel Wyatt Mueller Team 3
Teagan Steffl

11/28 Tim Vogel Kurt Glaeseman Ayvah Wendt Team 4

Usher Teams

b2@dSYoSNJ

ANIOKRF @aH

1 - Barry Hoecherl

2 - Michael Graff, Troy Hagert

3 - Beverly Beussman, Tricia Mattson
4 - Barb Marz, Tyson Meidl

5 - Jace Rosenau, Bentley Borth

b23SYOSNI ! yYAGSI

3 - Richard & Lois Zihlke - 59 years

10 - Matt & Jenny Solmonson - 30 years
13 - Mark & Michelle Buerkle - 22 years
19 - Brian & Malorie Kral - 10 years

23 - Jacob & Marlayna Gatzlaff - 2 years

7 - Xandar Asmus

9 - Abigail Shaw

10 - Shane Clemon

11 - Kendra Rummel

12 - Krystal Plaster, Alex Quesenberry
13 - Gene Gramentz

16 - Russell Rogotzke, Craig Valentin
18 - Jan Kettner, Russell Johnson

19 - Mark Rosenau, Tiffany Trapp
20 - Gerritt Meidl, Amber Borth

21 - Dave Bittler, Kelly Sargent

22 - Casandra Graff, Lucas Jensen
23 - Tristan Fabian, Lydia Vogel

26 - Merlyn Peterson

27 - Jerome Kettner

29 - Ken Renner

30 - Skyler Gewerth

b2@SYoSNI !t dF NJ DdzA f R
Jo Schwartz, Kelly Sargent

If you are unable to help, please find a substitute or switch
months with someone.

We have a great need for volunteers for our worship
services in the areas of Altar Guild (preparing
communion), Ushers, and Sound & Video Recorders!

11:00 Worship Service Update — Due to lack of
attendance, the 11:00 am Worship Service will
be discontinued until further notice. We
apologize for the inconvenience.




Many thanks to all those who remembered me with St. Paul@will be hosting a Red Cross Blood
cards, flowers, prayers & well-wishes while being laid up Drive in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday,
after having shoulder surgery. A special thank you to November 2nd from 8 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Pastor Tricia for the prayers also. | am doing therapy
right now and hope to be back to normal soon.
Blessings to all. Sharon Rogotzke

American
Red Cross

*Time to order your Christmas Poinsettias - We have 10 poinsettias ordered for Christmas Decorating! The
Cost is $16 each. If you would like one in your name, please notify the church office by December 1st. Checks
should be made out to St. Paul Lutheran Church.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

§The Springfield Nativity Pageant is set for Friday, December 10 and Saturday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m.

: on the east parking lot of the Community Center.

Recruitment has begun for cast members and staff. St. PaulQis to furnish 1 or more scribes, shepherds and
§some townspeople. If you are interested in participating, please contact Jeff Krueger or Ed Meidl. There are
no spoken lines, just movement with narration.

§The Pageant Choir is looking for many more singers. The choir singer numbers have dropped over the past few

§years and need to be increased to get a full sounding choir. Rehearsals will be November 28 and December
§5th. Please consider being part of the choir!! Talk to Jeff or Ed if you are interested.

: St. Paul@also needs to supply four strong men to help set-up on December 4 and take-down on December
§ 12. If there is a large crew, it will only take about an hour. Please consider being part of the crew.

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

W2 & gobsKn stage November 19-21 :
! Springfield Community Theatre and Springfield Community Education will present W2 a SLIK | y ﬁ&
Ay 3 ¢ SOKY A ONévériNdr B-RIS Ba¥e®dh théibiblical story of Joseph and his brothers in the
§Book of Genesis, the musical goes on stage at Springfield Public School Friday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m., }
§Saturday, November 20 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m.

The musical, by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Weber, is done almost entirely in song. It delivers a wide vari-§
ety of musical genres and choreography. Cheryl B. Neidt is the artistic director of the local production.
i Tickets will go on sale November 9 at the Springfield ! R @ |-ty \OEgE®7723-4225). Advance tickets will £ :
:be $12.00 for adults and $8.00 for Preschool-12" grade students. Tickets at the door will be $15.00 for
Eadults and $8.00 for Preschool-12" grade Sales are by check or cash—no credit cards accepted. :
In following school and CDC gwdellnes there WI|| be no reserved seating for the performances—all tickets

.....

2YYSYRSR (KU @ 2dz LIzZNOKLF asS &2 dzNJ eO"[Sua AY REQI)/

§Seating will be at your convenience and the audience is urged to wear masks. Ticket sales will be final with :
: :No refunds or exchanges to avoid congestion at the time of ticket sales. :

%&@@@@g\p&%&@g\@%&\@@\@%@&& 16" Annual Holiday Extravaganza— |

th )
Dave BittlerQ80th Birthday Party Sunday, November 77 from 11:00am-|

) ) 3:00 pm at the Springfield Area Com- |
Sunday, November 21, 2:00-4:00 pm munity Center. Lunch served by the

& & !
&\P St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall &¥ Springfield Lions Club from 11-1. I
&\P All are invited! &\b j Smoked pork sandwich, wild rice I
&\b &\b soup, chips, cookie and beverage. :
® & |

|
No gifts needed; just your presence wanted! ITake—outs available.

i St
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21 - Pack Thanksgiving Baskets
21 - Dave Bittler@ 80th Birthday Party
24 - Thanksgiving Worship 7pm
t K2YSYTHPYY/PANT St. Paul EPISTLE is a publication of St. Paul Lutheran Church. It is pub-
ClI EVY T HYT MH pNT lished monthly to keep members and friends informed of programs
and ministries of the church.
hYOS | 2 dzNBE Articles may be submitted for publication subject to content.
t Fad2N)Y ¢NAOALI al § iSundaySchedule:
Monday & Thursday 9-noon 9:00 a.m. Worship

Wednesday 1-4
Or by appointment
pastortriciamattson@gmail.com

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Coffee Talk

Parish Coordinator: Katie Mueller
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-noon
Email: stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com

{LNAY3IUSER ! NBI C22R {K
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Housekeeping: Simply Clean LLC CHp b WFAULINAW IUBEE RE ab p
O{LINAYy3IUStR /TAYAO [29
Maintenance: Ed Meidl prTH@cco O6Chh5y

Financial Secretary: Anita Jensen

Fin_secretary@newulmtel.net We are on the Web!

8 www. splcspringfield.org



