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While studying our Gospel reading, a colleague of mine once said, “People come to worship to hear that
the stone has been rolled away from the tomb.” I found that to be a most lovely way to think about worship.

In our daily lives God’s law is always bearing down upon us, applying tremendous pressure. The law con-
stantly says to us, “Do this!” but it is never done, never completed. Jesus expresses this unceasing demand of the
law in Matthew 5:48, “Be perfect, therefore, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”

Great pressure is imposed upon us even in the everyday necessities of our lives. Take eating, for example.
The law says, “You must eat or you will die.” Eating requires a myriad of planning. First, we must have the funds
to purchase enough nutritious food for ourselves and our families. We need the means to transport our food, the
time to purchase the food, and a location in which to store it. We must have sufficient time and knowledge to pre-
pare it. Ideally, we should know what foods are healthy for our bodies and the correct portion to consume in order
to be fit. Finally, the healthy food should also be tasty.

But life puts up roadblocks. We never seem to have enough time, money, self-control, patience, ability or
knowledge. If we are short on time, we may purchase fast food: more expensive and less healthy. Then our money
doesn’t go as far, and we may worry about our finances. Our waistlines may begin to expand, causing shame,
health problems, suffering, expensive doctor visits, potentially shortened lives, and even marital strife.

If we are un- or underemployed or unable to work, we may be unable to purchase any food let alone
healthy food. We may have trouble transporting food home if our car breaks down or is repossessed. Worst case
scenario: we might not have a home in which to live; and therefore no place to store or prepare food.

As we age, eating becomes even harder. Appendages, eyes, reflexes, stomachs, and memory don’t work
like they used to. Car keys may be taken away and living alone may be deemed too dangerous until eventually
someone else must cook for us. This can be hard to swallow.

Even seemingly smaller problems related to food can cause stress and worries. Perhaps we have picky little
eaters in the family who refuse to eat anything but mac-n-cheese and hot dogs. This may be the source of many
battles, provoking anger, conflict, stress, guilt, and fear for the health of our children.

Each of these roadblocks, if played to its logical conclusion has a least common denominator: our fear of
death. We are fearful that we will not have all that we need from day to day. We fear that if we lose our jobs,
spouse, children, or our ability to support ourselves, we will die. This fear of loss and abandonment lurks at the
periphery of our minds. Buried under all of this is our fear of the stone being rolled in front of our tomb.

Worship gives space for us to recognize this constant attack of the law and our inability to perfectly fulfill
what it commands. Our confession, “I do not trust the promise that my Heavenly Father has given to me that he
will provide for all of my needs, first here on earth and then forever in heaven. Instead I live in fear and worry,
feeling the weight of the world resting squarely on my shoulders and threatening to crush me. ”

In response to our confession, the Lord Jesus Christ gives us his promise again, “The stone has been rolled
away from the tomb! I died the utterly forsaken death that you fear, in your place. Therefore you will not be for-
saken. Death has no hold over you, because it could not hold me! The Father raised me up and so you too will be
raised on the last day and given eternal life!”

In Isaiah 25 we read that on the last day the Lord will make you a feast of rich food filled with marrow, of
well-aged wines strained clear. He will destroy the shroud of death that is cast over all people, and he will swallow
up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he
will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and re-
joice in his salvation. Until that day, you may trust in the Lord’s promise to provide for all of your needs.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In Christian Love,
Pr. Tricia 1



St. Paul Lutheran Church—Church Council Meeting, May 10, 2017

Present: Ed Meidl, Jordan Pidde, Pastor Tricia Mattson, Sharon Rogotzke, Jan Kratz, Dawn Marz, Russell
Rogotzke, Doug Gatzlaff, Shawna Jacobs, Kathy Pederson

Also Present: Katie Mueller-Parish Coordinator

Absent: Gary Renner, Connie Knutson, Jill Vogel, Anita Jensen

Call to order, Ed Meidl @ 7:30pm

M/S/P-Secretary’s Report:

Correction: Honoring Graduating Seniors was May 7.

M/S/P-Financial Report — Anita

Building and Grounds — Gary was not in attendance: tabled

Parish Education Report — Sharon & Kathy

Served the seniors and Sunday School children last Sunday

Confirmation Sunday this Sunday

Pastor’s Report

Summer evening worship selection poll preference 7pm Sunday or 7pm Wednesday, starting May 24", 2017.
Will need 2 replacements for the 31% and the 7™ as Pastor Tricia is on vacation.

M/S/P- To hold summer Wednesday services at 7pm.

Pastor Tricia is working on the inactive list with Anita and Katie.

May 23™ we are hosting the Pastor Text study, 10am-3pm. There is a need for volunteers to prepare and serve
lunch. Katie is helping to organize.

Pastor Tricia continues to do visits, deliver bulletins; as well as, performing worship services within the com-
munity.

Confirmation: Pastor Tricia has had meetings with students for faith statements. The students have completed
final test and had their final meeting this evening.

Pastor Tricia attended Luther League meeting:

Mission trip meeting

May 19" serving lunch at Jim’s as a fundraising

Pastor Tricia performed extra services during holy week.

Pastor Tricia is leading 2 bible studies for Parish Ed. Tuesday night study is done as of May 23 for the sum-
mer.

Pastor Tricia taught 1 baptism class, baptized one new member and will be baptizing this member on May 21*.
Pastor Tricia attended VBS planning meeting and will be leading the scripture portion of the groups.

Pastor Tricia taught 2 of the member classes and has had decent attendance. Old and new members have been
present.

Community: Pastor Tricia has given 2 vouchers and provided pastoral care, attended Rotary dinner and Ger-
man Supper, has been meeting with the Jenniges scholarship committee and scoring applicants.

Pastor Tricia gave prayer at the Spirit of Springfield award event.

Pastor Tricia attended the May 4™ ministerial meeting.

Pastor Tricia has enjoyed attending local sporting event and graduation parties for our youth members.
Pastor Tricia continues to meet with Julie Smith for Continuing Ed text study.

Pastor Tricia attended the Reformation event at Howard Lake and the Augustana District conference on the
28" in Hutchinson.

Pastor Tricia took 1 vacation day this month and is taking vacation May 29" thru June 12", Pastor has pulpit
fill from Hutchinson for her absence. Julie Smith will cover for emergency care.

OLD BUSINESS
Church Pews -Pick up: 2 left. Please contact Gary for pick up.
M/S/P to accepted update to Policy Book
German Supper Review - $5,771.60 (Still outstanding expenses)
Served approx. 461
Discussed date for future suppers and conflicts with area churches and businesses.
Council Picture-tabled until next month 2




Summer Worship-discussed above-Wednesday evenings 7pm.

Active/Voting Member List-tabled until June.

NEW BUSINESS

M/S/P- Katie’s summer hours 18/week Monday-Thursday 8am-12:30pm beginning May 24th (flexible) and vacation
request for July 15-22 (will have bulletin’s done for worship services). Pastor Tricia is available to fill in for office
emergencies.

M/S/P- To have the space between Church and Ramp on North Side improved with donated decorative rock.

M/S/P- proposed Church Auction date of Wednesday, August 16, 2017 per Kathy Pederson. Specifics to come.

M/S/P-Bulletin financials to be printed in color at the discretion of Pastor and Katie Mueller.

Tabled: The wireless mic system needs to be updated to meet Federal Communication Commission requirements.
Russell Rogotzke will have New Life Communications evaluate and provide estimate.

Center Point: Safety inspection required for the gas meter. It has been recommended to have a gas line professional
inspect the piping coming into the meter.

Motion to adjourn made at 8:37pm.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Shawna Jacobs

Church Council Secretary

Please pray for... John Gluth, Mavis Erickson ; Amanda Havemeier, Tabor Gluth and all those serving in the mil-
itary, at home and abroad. Prayer Chain — If you have a prayer concern you would like passed along to the Pray-
er Chain, please call Jan Severson (723-6358) or the church office (723-5880). Please specify if you want the
concern on (1) the Prayer Chain and/or (2) included in Sunday morning prayers which will be included for two
Sundays unless otherwise specified or request is renewed.

2017 Church Council Deadlines:
Ed Meidl - Chair Kathy Pederson Sunday Bulletin: Wednesday by 10 am.
Jordan Pidde - Vice Chair  Jill Vogel Epistle: 20th of each month.
Shawna Jacobs - Secretary ~ Gary Renner Please call or email Katie at the church office with addi-
Sharon Rogotzke - Treasurer Connie Knutson tions or changes for the bulletins or Epistle.
Russell Rogotzke Doug Gatzlaff 507-723-5880 stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com
Jan Kratz Dawn Marz

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
.

i Notice: Please update your phone numbers and/or email address with the church office! Several
i of the numbers we have are disconnected and we need to know how to get a hold of you! You
i can leave a note in the box outside of Katie’s office, use one of the yellow information cards in

i the church pews, call or email the church office at 507-723-5880 or
stpaul_lutheran@hotmail.com. We appreciate you keeping us updated!

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ATTENTION LUTHER LEAGUE! Mission Trip Kids and their Parents will be meeting on
Wednesday, June 7th at 6:00 p.m.

Thank you to everyone who came out and supported our Lunch Wagon at Jim’s Market on Friday, May 19th!

We are leaving on our Mission Trip to Dallas, Texas on June 16th!
All of your support has been greatly appreciated!

“A Mighty Fortress” Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, June 18 - Thursday, June 22
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (supper beginning at 5:15 p.m.) at St. John’s Church. If you still
need to register your child, contact Katie in the church office.
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9:00 am Worship Service

Date Sound & Video Reader Acolyte Greeters Usher
Ethan Langseth

06/04 | Alex Quesenberry |Kristin Rogotzke Dalton Langseth Tim & Jill Vogel Team 2

Cylee Graff

06/11 Tim Vogel Connie Knutson Kaden Pyzick Kurt & Jan Kratz Team 3
Ashlyn Rosenau

06/18 Bud Wendt Daniel Kettner Haley Jensen Gary & Nancy Renner | Team 4
Brendon Buerkle Connie Knutson

06/25 Chris Longsdorf Jo Muske Shane Clemon Jessie Micka Team 1

Sharon Rogotzke has been asked to call Greeters, Readers and Acolytes reminding them of their Sunday. In
order to avoid confusion, please call Sharon at 723-5117 if you will be gone and have found a substitute.

June Altar Guild
Colleen Meidl Stacia Rosenau
If you are unable to help, please find a sub-

Join us for our Summer
Evening

SUMMER . stitute or switch months with someone.
WORSHIP Worship on Wednesday
Service at 7:00 Pml Delivering bulletins in June
1-Jim Asmus
—@N--- |8-Ruthie Potter
June Birthdays! (C? 15 - Jill Vogel
2 - Kurt Kratz 16 - Lorna Weedman ,2\0 == |22~ Leona Schottle
2 - Norman Krebs 18 - Cash Anderson 29 - Asmsu Boys

2 - Jordyn Plaster

3 - Bobbi Jo Timm

5 - Reagan Plaster

5 - Andy Schmidt

6 - Helene Schmidt

6 - Travis Wendt

7 - Josh Nachreiner

7 - Adam Schmidt

7 - Jamie Zihlke

8 - Kyle Quesenberry
9 - Kim Graff

9 - Christopher Longsdorf
10 - Mitchell Buerkle
10 - Larry Potter

14 - Andrew Rogotzke
14 - Dee Ryan

14 - Alyssa Shaw

15 - Jay Kastner

16 - Jodi Nachreiner

19 - Doug Gatzlaff

21 - Gloria Bielen

21 - June Wendt

22 - Adeline Schubbe
23 - John Mueller

24 - Randy Halter

25 - Kimberly Kastner
25 - Elizabeth Vanderwerf
25 - Emily Vogel

25 - Blake Zihlke

26 - Kristin Rogotzke
26 - Jan Severson

26 - Teagan Steffl

27 - Rachelle Halvorson
28 - Connie Knutson

29 - Daniel Kettner

30 - Brittany Cook

30 - Lorelei Pidde

June Anniversaries!

1 - Harmon & Megan Quesenberry
5 - Maurice & Shirley Weber

6 - Robert & Marilyn Kratz

10 - Norman & Arlene Krebs

12 - Donald & Darlene Wilstermann
16 - Layne & Jennie Vanderwerf
17 - David Bittler & Darla Knutson
20 - Paul & Jo Muske

21 - Justin & Jennifer Asmus

21 - John & Katie Mueller

22 - Rod & Rhonda Larson

27 - Carla & Clyde Moret

*Pastor Tricia is very eager to get to know you! She hopes to meet with every member household at
least once over the next year. Please contact Pastor Tricia or Katie in the church office to schedule a
visit in your home or, if you prefer, at the church.
Thank you to those who have already welcomed her into your homes.
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Calendar Highlights - June 2017

Pastor Tricia on Vacation May 30-June 12
2 - SANTA Burger Blast @ Jim’s Market
9 - BINGO @ SJILH

16-23 - Luther League Mission Trip

18-22 - VBS @ St. John’s Church

We are on the Web!
www.splcspringfield.org
St. Paul EPISTLE is a publication of St.

Phone: 507-723-5880 Paul Lutheran Church. It is published
o monthly to keep members and friends
Fax: 507-723-8712 informed of programs and ministries of
the church.
Office Hours
Pastor: Tricia Mattson Articles may be submitted for publication

Monday 9-noon subject to content.

Wednesday 1-4
Thursday 10-11; 1-3 Worship:
Or by appointment

. . SUNDAY Worship at 9:00 a.m., Coffee Talk at 10:00 a.m.
pastortriciamattson@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY Summer Worship at 7:00 p.m.

Parish Coordinator: Katie Mueller
Summer Hours

Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Email: stpaul lutheran@hotmail.com

Housekeeper: Lisa Prechel Springfield Area Food Shelf hours
Tuesday 5:00pm — 7:00pm
Maintenance: Ed Meidl Thursday 9:30am — 11:30am

804 East Rock Street - Springfield, MN 56087
Financial Secretary: Anita Jensen 507-723-4120




